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CR groups respond to
TRAI on CR policy reform
On May 21, 2014, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) issued a Consultation Paper on ‘Issues
Related to Community Radio Stations’
and invited comments from stakeholders. The deadline for submissions
ended on June 18, before which, some
of the key groups representing CR stations, and organizations engaged in
research, capacity-building, and policy
advocacy in the sector have responded.
Subsequently, TRAI held an open
consultation in New Delhi on July 3.
The meeting was chaired by Mr. Rahul
Khullar, Chairman of TRAI and attended by among others, Mr. N. Parameswaran, Principal Advisor, Mr.
Agneswar Sen, Advisor, Broadcasting,
Ms. Supriya Sahu, Joint Secretary, Ministry of I&B, and representatives of
CRA, CRF, UNESCO Chair on Community Media, Maraa, Ideosync, and
other long-term advocates of CR and
practitioners. Mr. Khullar listened to
all the views on the different issues
facing the sector and announced that

TRAI would come up with its recommendations in a few weeks time.
CR News compiled and categorized
some of these responses to the questions raised in the Consultation Paper:
LICENSE DURATION AND RENEWAL
What should be the period of permission for CRS to be prescribed in the CRS
Guidelines? Is the present 5 year period
adequate? What should be the period
of extension on the expiry of the initial
period of permission for CRS? Should
there be any additional terms and conditions of extension/renewal of the permission for CRS?
Community Radio Association
(CRA)
Most member stations who have responded have suggested that the fiveyear initial permission is adequate,
while a few others suggested 10 years,
and at least one station wants that the
license is issued in perpetuity until revoked by the Ministry. Most of the responses were in favour of a renewal
period of 10 years unconditionally,
while one station has recommended
renewal on the following conditions:
peer review; social audit; minimum of
8 hours of broadcast; minimum of
40% fresh programming every day; a
30% limit on film music.
Community Radio Forum (CRF)
Members, including radio stations,
individuals, and organizations working in the sector have responded to
the TRAI call. Most of the respondents
agreed with the 5-year term, including
for the renewal period. However some
have suggested conditions for renewal
including: timely application by the CR
station; no additional fee for renewal;
and evidence of social audit conducted
within a four-month period of renewal
application.
(continued on Page 6)

Zane Ibrahim the South African
CR icon
A TRIBUTE
Community radio has a vast presence in South Africa with over 165
operational radio stations strongly
advocating free speech and community empowerment. Zane Ibrahim
ushered in a new era of free speech
through Bush Radio. Fondly called
the 'father of community radio', the
contribution of Zane to the CR sector,
not just in South Africa, but worldwide cannot be quantified. He passed
away on May 19, 2014.
Zane Ibrahim co-founded Bush
Radio in 1992, at first broadcasting illegally after being repeatedly denied
a broadcast licence by the apartheid
government. Despite initially having
its transmitter confiscated and staff
arrested, the station persevered and
since 2006 it has been broadcasting
for 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Ibrahim was Bush Radio's Managing Director from 1996 to 2010 and
he led the station through struggles,
difficulties and many a dark days.
(continued on Page 7)
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CR UPDATES

Award for Radio Mewat’s Fayde Ki Baat

Archana Kapoor receiving the SKOCH Award
SMART/ Radio Mewat won the SKOCH Order-Of-Merit for
India’s Best Financial Inclusion and Financial Deepening
Projects – 2014 organized by Skoch Group and held on June
20, 2014 at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. Director,
Archana Kapoor, received the award from Ms. Zohra Chatterji, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, GoI.
The “Fayde Ki Baat" programme, which was the basis of
this recognition, has been the first of its kind in Mewat,
Haryana, where access to banking services for women,
landless and petty farmers is limited. Radio was used as a

medium to inform and educate the masses about the advantages of the banking services, the easy payment of loans, the
access to a wide range of financial services etc. A list was
drawn up of all the services available and accessible in
Mewat, through the banks.
The episodes were divided into different sectors and each
sector was accompanied by success stories of people who
had benefited and interviews with bank managers, to make
them accountable and accessible etc.
Through over 200 fresh programmes, the community was
apprised about things like a cheque book, its use, need to
open accounts, form SHG groups, establish linkages with
banks, education loan, vehicle loan, farm loan, crop insurance, micro insurance, life insurance, Kisan credit card,
farmers clubs etc.
SMART/Radio Mewat served not only as facilitators, but
also as a grievance cell, where anyone with any problem can
call or walk in and seek help. The reporters and team workers have easy access to the banks and the managers and can
get work done on priority.
According to Radio Mewat team, there has been an increase in the transparency of the system. There is no reason
to pay bribes. The reporters and field workers also act as
watch dogs – the role of the middle man who helps get a
loan, or the fear of having to pay a hefty bribe has disappeared. There is openness in the system. The banks have
become accessible and there has been a reduction in the
frauds. It is a direct gain to the community.
Source: http://www.radiomewat.org/

CR IN ASIA-PACIFIC

SOGI movement and CR:
Building synergies
Community radio broadcasters and
advocates gathered in Seoul in December 2013 for the 3rd AMARC Asia-Pacific Community Radio conference
reiterated concern towards the fact
that in many parts of
the world, including
South Asia, people
with different Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI),
are marginalised and
denied access to
basic human rights.
The legal and social status of SOGI
people varies greatly around the
world and remains hotly contested in
political and religious debate in many
places. Homosexuality is illegal in
many areas of Asia. Nepal is the first
country in South Asia to legalise same

sex relation and recognise the third
gender. Though most of the countries
in the region have legalised same sex
relation, there are no specific legislations to prevent discrimination, and

back gender identity/expression and
anti-discrimination. SOGI issues are
still controversial, and often not discussed openly in South Asia though
there is a rising consciousness about
them.
While radio is the most widespread

electronic communications medium in
the world, the mainstream broadcasters do not effectively respond to the
needs or the interests of diverse communities and minorities. The Seoul
AMARC Asia-Pacific
Conference was entitled “Radio, Rights and
Recognition: Community Radio for People’s
Empowerment” and it
drew comprehensive
plans for the development and growth of
community broadcasting in the Asia
Pacific region including plans for
building synergies between various
identity movements including the
SOGI movement.
(continued in Page 3)
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SNIPPETS: South Asia Focus
A peek into the latest news and happenings related to
CR in South Asia

India:

As part of India's 12th Five-Year
Plan, the government has announced
a Community Radio Support Scheme
to enable the functioning of community radios in India. The Scheme covers the areas of equipment acquisition
and replacement, training, emergency
grants and innovation. With respect to
the renewal of licenses of CR stations
that have completed 5 years of functioning, the MIB has agreed to issue interim renewal of the Grant Of
Permission Agreements (GOPA) for a
year. The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) cancelled the Letter of Intent (LOI) issued to 91 applicants of Community Radio (CR)
stations who failed to be operational
within the stipulated time. The decision was taken in consultation with
the TRAI. Meanwhile, the newly appointed Minister, Information and
Broadcasting, Prakash Javadekar expressed his keenness in pushing for
1000 CR stations in the country.
Source: www.radioandmusic.com &
www.newindianexpress.com

Nepal:

The pioneer in permitting independent community radio in South
Asia, is now working towards a separate policy specific to CR. The Associ-

ation of Community Radio Broadcasters (ACORAB), Nepal organsed a discussion on 'Broadcasting Law
Amendment: Addressing Community
Radio', on March 9, 2014. The interaction brought together various stakeholders of CR policy in Nepal under
one roof. The group stressed the need
for a separate CR-specific policy in
Nepal and also the draft communication policy that has been developed by
JICA and has not been made public yet.
Among other things, the group also
recommended reducing the royalty to
zero for those community radios
which are 'effectively working for the
development of the community. It may
be noted that the Government of
Nepal has formed a work force of eight
members to provide inputs on improving law for regulating, operating
and managing community radios.
Source: www.acorab.org.np

SOGI
movement
and CR
(continued from Page 2)
In the conference, community
broadcasters discussed a range of issues, shared experiences and recommended the following for community
radios in the Seoul Community Radio
Declaration:
“Resolve to create spaces on the airwaves for diverse and marginalised
voices, irrespective of gender, race,
ethnicity, sexual orientation and gender identity, class, caste, religious beliefs or disability”

Bangladesh:

Women community radio broadcasters across CR stations in
Bangladesh are now engaged in the
second phase of the Women's Fellowship led by Bangladesh Network of
NGOs in Radio and Communication
(BNNRC) and Free Press Unlimited
(FPU). The second phase starts from
July 1, 2014, following a successful
first phase that saw women broadcasters getting trained in producing
programmes on issues related to
women and children. The BNNRC
website says, the objective of the fellowship programme is to encourage
more women in community broadcasting and engage with issues pertinent to them.
Source: www.bnnrc.net
Compiled by Preeti Raghunath

With this background, a workshop
on “Role of Community Radio in Promoting Identities and Inclusion” focussing on strengthening alliances
between community radios and the
SOGI movements is being organised as
part of the IAMCR pre-conference to
be held in Hyderabad in 12-13 July,
2014.
The purpose of this workshop is to
follow on the Seoul recommendations
and build the capacity of the stakeholders for inclusion of SOGI issues in
community radio. The workshop will
serve as a forum for knowledge sharing by bringing together local community media activists, practitioners and
scholars.
I would like to take this opportunity
to invite community broadcasters and
readers of CR News to share ideas by
mail that can be taken up for concrete
actions.
Suman Basnet
Regional Coordinator
AMARC Asia Pacific
suman_basnet@asiapacific.amarc.org
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EDITORIAL

Community Radio
that matters
Fifteen years of civil society movement, 10 years of policy, four national
Consultations along with Sammelans,
several awareness workshops, many
independent creative interventions,
and setting up of 170 CR stations later,
community radio sector in India
seems to be making waves not just in
the social sector but also in the echelons of the government. Everybody,
who wants to be somebody openly
supporting freedom of expression,
democratic communication forms,
and meaningful use of media, cannot
ignore community radio. However,
whether it is the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, other social welfare ministries, multilateral agencies,
development organisations, media
collectives, CR advocates, or researchers - all seem now to be concerned with fundamental questions
such as – Is CR fulfilling the mandate
for which it came into existence? And
at a more ideological level – Is the CR
sector as a whole sticking to and internalising the core principles that characterise its essence and purpose? If
yes, then how? And if no, what are the
encumbrances leading to non-performance?

All seem now to be
concerned with
fundamental questions such as – Is the
CR sector as a whole
sticking to and
internalising the core
principles that
characterise its
essence and purpose?
If yes, then how? And
if no, what are the encumbrances leading
to non-performance?

In this issue, the TRAI consultation
piece by Vinod Pavarala highlights
some of these anxieties and the responses from stakeholders on the different issues facing the CR sector. TRAI
would soon come up with its recommendations for CR policy reform that
could open opportunities to make the
sector more effective and vibrant.
Rukmini Vemraju’s write-up talks
about how different organisations and
groups such as CEMCA, UNICEF, UNESCO, UNESCO Chair on Community
Media, CRA, CRF, and others are collaborating with the government to ensure that while the CR sector remains
autonomous and participatory in its
approach, there ought to be a mechanism in place to make it accountable
to its own peers and community. This
would usher in continuous learning
and improvement of CR stations.
Ashish Sen reiterates that the role of
CR during disaster must not be overlooked, while Suman Basnet flags the
need for CR to work in synergy with
other social movements, a proposition
that has also been underscored in previous issues of CR News. While the sustainability conundrum still needs to be
addressed by CR stations as Venu
Arora’s project is seeking to understand, another research article by the
Ideosync Media Combine team points
towards the importance of how programme making process can become
a means of engagement with and by
the community. Other than the focus
on India, this issue also has updates
from the CR sector in South Asia and a
serialised story about the free radios
in Germany.
Many of the subjects discussed in
the present issue of CR News also find
a place in the agenda of the IAMCR
pre-conference that is being organised
by UNESCO Chair on Community
Media in collaboration with the Community Communications working
group of the IAMCR at the University
of Hyderabad on July 13-14, 2014. The
conference is bringing together scholars and practitioners, academics and
activists working with community, cit-

All eﬀorts signify a
need not only for an
enabling and
equitable
environment for
community radio in
the region, but also
for a sector
commensurate with
international
standards of
community media
practices
izen and alternative media to explore
how these diverse media platforms facilitate the building of communities
and in shaping change. On the sidelines of the pre-conference on community media, the UNESCO Chair on
Community Media is also organising a
one-day Roundtable Consultation on
"Towards a South Asia Network for
Community Media" in Hyderabad on
July 12, 2014 with a select group of
participants from the South Asia region to deliberate on the need for a regional network among community
media practitioners and advocates.
All the efforts articulated above are
directed toward strengthening the
movement for communities’ access to
airwaves in India and the South Asian
region. They signify a need not only
for an enabling and equitable environment for community radio in the region, but also for a sector
commensurate with international
standards of community media practices so that we have community radio
stations not just in numbers but those
that matter in the struggle for free and
open people’s media.
Kanchan K. Malik
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INTERVIEW

Mandakini Ki Awaz
– All set to go on air
Are community members still
More than a year after the Utas interested in the idea of CR as
tarakhand floods, a disaster manthey were during the floods?
agement policy remains elusive in
“One of the most common rethe country. If last year’s floods in
frains that both teams have dealt
the state had clearly exposed
with is “Aaj kal radio kaun sunta
chinks in disaster preparedness,
hai?” However, the situation posed
they had also underlined the imby the floods last year – no power,
portance of community participano phone networks, no source of
tion and appropriate community
information or communication has
communication systems, espedriven home the value of this simcially community radio, to be in
ple, easy-to-use and cost effective
place. Despite several letters of inmedium. This coupled with PPCtent being issued, cumbersome liMKA’s outreach programmes to
cense procedures had come in the
build awareness about the platway of community radio stations
form have further increased combecoming operational.
munity members’ interest in the
Finally, there is some good news
medium – small gestures like
as community radio initiatives like
recording somebody’s voice and
Mandakini ki Awaz have got the replaying it back to them helps pique
quired clearances and are in their
excitement in the medium and refinal stages of preparation before
inforce the idea of community
they go on air. Saritha Thomas,
ownership.
Managing Director/Partner of People’s Power (Participatory OwnerHave there been any capacity
ship
Empowerment
Radio)
building programmes on awareCollective - PPC, was in Uttarakness of and preparation for dishand last year (when the floods
asters?
struck) as a part of the partnership
The PPC-MKA disaster managethat PPC had made with Manment field visits have been dedakini Ki Awaz (MKA). Founded by
signed to not only document
Manvendra Singh Negi, the latter is
stories of the June 2013 floods and
one of the first community radio
its aftermath, but also to build the
initiatives in the region.
community’s disaster preparedSaritha Thomas, PPC Founder-Director
As MKA prepares to go on air
ness and share preventive measand prepares for a soft launch in
ures for various possible disasters, so that the community
July, Thomas recounts the year that was, preparations and does not suffer because of a dearth of information. A strong
capacity building efforts underway and just why community network established with the District Administration and
voices are crucial.
Disaster Management Cell is making this more relevant and
impactful. Public Service Messages, Radio Q&A’s with reExcerpts from an interview with Ashish Sen:
sponsible district level officials including the District Magistrate (Collector) are all on the cards one MKA launches.
A year after the floods, has there been any change visà-vis rehabilitation?
Any learning/experience that the community and you
From our disaster management field visits what we have would like to share?
gathered is that most people who lost a family member, lost
During the floods of June 2013, one of the biggest lacunae
homes, a means of livelihood seemed to have received com- in rescue, relief and rehabilitation processes was the dispensation or are at least in the process of receiving com- pensation of timely information in the local language of
pensation. One year after the floods, many people are still Garhwali. The dearth of information proved to be a big imliving in the temporary shelters built by aid agencies during pediment in recue, relief and rehabilitation processes. We
the floods. With the monsoon upon us again, these tin shel- believe that the community’s and the District Administraters are not necessarily the most secure leaving residents tion’s renewed commitment to the Mandakini ki Awaaz
vulnerable to heavy rains causing leaks and strong winds Community Radio station and the PPC-MKA Collaboration,
that could blow away the tin roofs.
is on the back of the learnings from the June 2013 floods.
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LEAD ARTICLE

CR groups respond to TRAI
(continued from Page 1)
UNESCO Chair on Community Media
(UCCOMMEDIA)
The Chair agreed with the current 5year term of the license. The renewal
process, it suggests, should start at
least 6 months prior to the expiry date
and license should be renewed automatically without a fee unless there
are complaints from the listening
community and other stakeholders.
Transparent procedures must be followed to hear and resolve complaints.
Maraa
In view of the failure of many stations to fully operationalize their services, it is suggested that a one-year
‘trial license’ be issued and allow for
migration to a full five-year license
regime at the end of that period. Renewals could be for a further five
years conditional upon: submission of
a ‘key commitments’ form by the station; review of performance by a selfregulatory body or TRAI; and
consideration of financial sustainability.
NEWS
Should CRS permission holders be
permitted to carry the news bulletins of
All India Radio (AIR) in unaltered format and community based non-news
and current affairs programs for the
categories permitted to FM radio stations?
CRA
In principle, all CRA members who
responded to the TRAI paper were in
agreement with the question. One station has cited Article 19 (1a) and
19(2) of the Constitution to recommend that CR stations be allowed to
broadcast local news and events independently, with ‘reasonable restrictions’. There is also a suggestion that
the Ministry must have a separate
consultation to define terms such as
‘news’, ‘local’, and ‘community’.
CRF
Most members have agreed that CR
stations must not only be permitted, if
they so wish, to carry AIR news, but
also be allowed to produce independ-

ent news. Further, the news could include national/international events
that have a bearing on the life of the
community.
UCCOMMEDIA
The Chair agrees with other organizations in the sector that CR stations
must be permitted to broadcast independently produced news and current
affairs programmes. News content
need not be restricted to ‘local/community’ information, but could also include
local
implications
of
national/international news. Any
technology to be installed by the Government to monitor news broadcast
by CR stations must be done at no cost
to the stations themselves.
Maraa
Broadcasting of news, including political news, must be permitted. However, two categories of licensing could
be created – News and Non-News –
and those who are opting for the former must be subjected to higher
norms of compliance. Further, it is
recommended that all news applicants must undergo some training in
ethics and standards of news production. Such training could be offered by
civil society organizations through
funding made available from the CR

Support Scheme.
ADVERTISING
In view of the availability of alternative revenue/funding options, is there
any reason to increase the duration of
advertisement beyond the 5 minutes
per hour limitation? If yes, please explain with full justification.
CRA
Most respondents felt that the 5minute limit for advertisements is adequate because most stations are
struggling to mobilize even that many
ads. One or two stations recommended that the limit be raised to 6
minutes per hour. There was one suggestion that the CR stations must
evolve their own advertising code,
apart from the AIR Code.
CRF
Generally, there seems to be satisfaction with the 5-minute limit, although some expressed willingness to
consider an increase up to 8 minutes
per hour. It is also suggested that an
autonomous public fund (and not as a
Ministry Scheme) be set up to provide
grants to CR stations for a variety of
activities, including technology upgrades, capacity building, and innovation.

CR news July-September 2014, Page 7
UCCOMMEDIA
The 5-minute limit on advertising is
more than adequate as very few stations are able to reach that limit. However, the Chair is of the opinion that if
the operational CR stations feel that it
will improve their sustainability, the
limit may be raised by 2 or 3 minutes
to an hour. Sponsored programmes
may be permitted, ensuring that their
total duration does not exceed 50% of
total content.

asters, permitting of mobile transmitters and transmission from multiple
locations on a single license have been
suggested as emergency measures.

Maraa
Given the expansion of radio in the
offing, the organization feels that
there will be competition between
commercial and community operators
for advertising revenue. They, therefore, recommend recognition of different market segments and come up
with specific regulations for each market.

Maraa
Maraa recommends fast-track processing of CR license applications from
disaster-prone regions. In times of
natural disasters, organizations such
as CRF or CRA should be allowed to facilitate setting up of mobile transmitters for emergency broadcasting. If
necessary, one frequency in the FM
band be reserved for emergency
broadcasting.

NATURAL CALAMITIES/DISASTERS
Do you agree with the above proposal [relocation] for utilisation of CRS
during natural calamities/emergency
situations?
CRA
Most of the member stations have
agreed with the proposal in the TRAI
Consultation Paper that during that
disasters and natural calamities, CR
stations in the affected areas be allowed to re-locate their transmitters
temporarily so that broadcasting is
unaffected.
CRF
While agreeing with the need for
making special provisions during dis-

UCCOMMEDIA
Emergency transmitters may be
permitted during periods of disaster,
and done so in collaboration with local
NGOs, disaster management authorities, and sectoral associations such as
CRA or CRF.

MEASURES FOR FASTER GROWTH
What, in your opinion, are the measures required to ensure a faster growth
in the number and spread of CRS in
rural India?
CRA
Simplification of licensing procedures by creating a mechanism for
single-window clearance and specified time periods were mentioned by
most stations. One or two stations
want greater state patronage for content generation, while others have
mentioned creating greater awareness and capacity-building, reserving
more frequencies for CR as measures
for ensuring rapid growth of the

sector.
CRF
There is consensus on simplification
of procedures, single-window clearance, and reservation of spectrum.
Additional measures suggested for ensuring faster growth of CR include: enabling the production and distribution
of low-cost transmitters and other
radio equipment; opening up and delicensing of citizens’ band and low
power (under 10W) broadcasting;
complete waiving of spectrum fee for
CR; making a clear distinction between campus and community radio
(CRA has a stated objection to it); and
lifting of the ban on news.
UCCOMMEDIA
While agreeing with all suggestions
for simplification of licensing procedures, the Chair suggested that the
costs of setting up a CRS be brought
down by lowering taxes and duties
levied on radio broadcasting/transmission equipment. In addition, it is
also recommended that the Government take a more liberal view of applications received from so-called
conflict areas of the country.
Maraa
The organization has suggested a
more pro-active planning in setting up
of CR stations in different linguistic regions and in media-dark areas of the
country. Apart from the single window clearance suggested by others,
Maraa has also asked that the Screening Committee be disbanded.
Compiled by Vinod Pavarala

Zane Ibrahim - A Tribute
(continued from Page 1)
Bush Radio is a model radio station to community radio
practitioners and advocates worldwide. They always remain true to Ibrahim's golden rule for community radio
broadcasting, “Community radio is about 90% community
and 10% radio".
Ibrahim was a journalist himself and an anti apartheid
activist. In 1997, the movement to free airwaves in the
United States was gaining momentum. Chairman William
Kennard visited South Africa on a tour promoting US interests in Telecommunications in Africa.
Zane Ibrahim of Bush Radio inspired a new way of thinking about radio among the decision makers of the United
States. Seeing face to face the practises and work of Bush
Radio, Kennard remarked that in the United States there
are many unlicensed broadcasters who wanted community

radio licenses and asked Zane's opinion on the same. Zane
replied, “We have only been free for a few years and look
at what we have built here. US has been free for 200 years
and your laws still prevent people from building places like
Bush Radio?”
The contributions of Zane to the field of community radio
and in shaping the civil society of South Africa are massive.
He has fought for long to legitimise the field and the community. He has relentlessly waged war against the forces
and governments which tried to curb free speech. He believed in listening to the heart and brought joy life to the
communities of South Africa.
Zane will be remembered as the man who dreamt, ate,
slept and worked Radio.
Compiled from online sources by Arun John
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TRACKING CR

Ideosync launches initiative
on sustaining CR in South Asia

Participants at Research Training workshop

menting everyday broadcasting practice
of participating CR stations in order to
surmise the parameters that shape long
term sustainability within which Community Radios operate in the region.
After an extensive desk research exercise, a validation workshop was held on
May 16, 2014 in New Delhi to discuss the
findings and the research methodology
for the initiative. Community radio and
community media practitioners and researchers from the region provided their
inputs to the research design. Those
present included among others, representatives from AMARC, ACORAB
(Nepal); BNNRC (Bangladesh); the UNESCO Chair on Community Media; and
CRF and CRA (India).
The research design and tools were revised based on inputs received during
the validation workshop. A researchtraining workshop was held with all the
13 participating Community Radio stations on June 5, 2014.
Community researchers gained in-depth understanding of
research as a process and what they would need to do to
become ‘Action Researchers’. Sessions were held on understanding research ethics and research tools. Researchers
practiced writing diaries, conducting FGDs and generating
mind maps as well as exploring good practice stories from
their Community Radio stations

Ideosync Media Combine has initiated a participatory research process to explore the parameters that impact the
sustainability of Community Radio in the region with funding support from CEMCA and UNESCO. The research
process - which will involve 9 stations from India, and 2
each from Nepal and Bangladesh - will be conducted between February and December 2014.
In principle, community radio - if established and managed on the premise of giving voice to the marginalized, and
becoming a local community-owned media – has the potenVenu Arora
tial to be a game changer in the development paradigm. CR
Ideosync Media Combine
could be the ultimate solution to the age-old challenge of
reaching the last mile, in the local language, with critical and key information
tailor-made for the contexts it addresses.
More importantly, Community Radio
must fulfill its mandate to broadcast content that is ‘in the interests’ of the community it serves by enabling local voices
and creating an independent third tier of
broadcasting that fosters an alternate
discourse on development and upholds
the principles of equity and justice.
Whether this purpose is better
achieved by visualizing CR as a self-sustaining local process, or whether it is
better served by a mandate for public
funds is however, moot. Another key
question is whether there is a shared understanding of sustainability in the CR
sector and what contributes to achieving
this sustainability?
The proposed research will attempt to
use innovative participatory methods to
explore these broader issues while docu- Mind map excercise during research training workshop
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CR UPDATES

Peers share assessment experiences
at MIB workshop
The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) organised a threeday experience sharing workshop at
New Delhi from May 13th to May 15th,
2014 for the 30 community radios stations (CRS) who participated in the
Peer Review process initiated in February 2014 to:
i) provide a wider platform for peers
to share their experiences and learning gains
ii) share the experiences with stakeholders of the sector
Peer Review is an approved activity
in the initiative launched by MIB
under the 12th Plan to help CRS to
learn from each other and build mechanisms to provide better services to
the communities they seek to serve.
Thirty CRS voluntarily participated in
the first phase, which began with an
orientation workshop held in February.
Inaugurating the workshop, Joint
Secretary, MIB, Ms. Supriya Sahu, congratulated all the participants, the
Community Radio Association (CRA)
who provided logistic support for the
workshops as well as the visits, and
the Consultant especially retained for
Peer Review for doing a wonderful job
and completing it on time. She appre-

Peers share experiences of their visits

ciated the way in
which CRS participated setting aside
their initial reservations of being
assessed by others.
On the first day,
CRS shared their
self-assessment
experiences. Without
exception,
every single CRS
felt that the exercise had benefitted
them immensely
to take stock of
their own operations, identifying L to R – Mr. Rejimon K S, Ms. Supriya Sahu, Mr. A S Mathur,
their strengths and Ms. Rukmini Vemraju
limitations.
On the second day, the fifteen peer presented the outcome of the exercise
teams shared experiences of their vis- to the house. A panel discussion enits. The reports were frank and fair sued where the stake holders reafand in most cases, peer teams reaf- firmed their commitment to the sector
firmed the self-assessments carried and outlined their future initiatives.
out by each CRS. The entire exercise The manner in which the Peer Review
was carried out in an atmosphere of was conducted was appreciated by
mutual respect and understanding. All them.
A highlight of the workshop was an
participants enjoyed the experience as
Open
House Session conducted by Adwell as learned from it. The pairing of
ditional
Secretary Shri A.S. Mathur
institutions with NGO CRS lead to a
cross polli- who commended participants on the
nation of informal atmosphere that promoted
ideas and joyful learning. He sought feedback
also helped from participants on what drives and
forge small motivates them to work in the comgroup net- munity against many odds and conworks for straints.
Ms.Sahu addressed many queries
exchange
of
ideas, and concerns of the CRS, going beyond
p r a c t i c e s Peer Review. Several new ideas were
and con- mooted like - holding an open house
on the first working day of every
tent.
On the month to address issues related to
last
day, DAVP and having an independent
stakehold- agency conduct as assessment of the
ers were sector to look at the effectiveness,
invited to reach and listenership of CR, ideas to
participate which CRS representatives responded
in the dis- positively.
cussions.
Rukmini Vemraju
Peer RePeer
Review
Consultant
view ConMIB
sultant
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INTERNATIONAL

Free radios in Germany lend
a radical edge

Last October I was, by chance, at a
dinner reception in Brno, Czech Republic with Ralf Wendt and Michael
Nicolai of Radio Corax, a free radio station in Halle, Germany. We were there
for a CMFE (Community Media Forum
of Europe) conference and it did not
take me long to realize that my dinner
companions were among the pioneering community media practitioners in
Germany.
This year in May, on the invitation of
Radio Corax, I spent 10 days traveling
in Germany, gaining some understanding of the community (‘free’) radio
movement in the country. The most
significant aspect of the media system
in Germany that strikes you is that
each of the 16 states in Germany has
its own media law that governs broadcasting, unlike in India where broadcast laws are under central
jurisdiction. This is something to do
with post-war Germany’s abhorrence
of centralized power and, consequently, the creation of a strong federal structure.
Broadly, there are two types of community radio in Germany – one called
‘open channels’ and the other, ‘free
radio’. Started in the mid-1980s, these
open channels were set up on the
principle of public access, by making

Radio FSK

Radio FREI
available broadcasting infrastructure
to ordinary people to make programmes and to promote dialogue
among local communities. These are
non commercial and staffed by amateur producers but function sustainably with the patronage of the state.
There are about 80 radio and TV open
channels across Germany, many of
which fall short of the standards of
community radio espoused by international groups such as AMARC. In
fact, as one German scholar put it
rather caustically, many of these stations serve as a ‘fig leaf
for privatized broadcasting’.
The free radios, on the
other hand, embedded
within the ambit of noncommercial local radio
broadcasting, are independent
community
radio stations. The history of the German free
radio movement could
be traced to the 1970s in
West Germany and to
the 1990s in East Germany after reunification.
With its roots in workers’ movements and the
new social movements
of the 1960s, this was
also inspired by radio libres (originally, a syn-

onym for pirate radio) in France and
Italy.
The free radio movement that
seemed to have become dormant in
the 1980s, with the indifference of the
state and the emergence of commercial broadcasting, had a revival in the
1990s. Activists in the West as well as
those in the East (in the aftermath of
the upheaval in 1989) started advocating the cause of non-commercial, democratic radio stations that would
provide the space for critical discussions on contemporary social conditions, especially for those whose
voices were marginalized by the mainstream media. Espousing progressive
social and political causes, many of
these stations that have been set up in
the last 15-20 years are run by committed people who have cut their teeth
on environmental, anti-nuclear, antiracist, women’s and immigrant rights
movements.
The Bundesverband Freier Radios
(BFR, the Federal Association of Free
Radios) mainly consists of free radio
stations, who have carved out an independent space in the German mediascape.
Collective production and
management, critical engagement
with issues of public concern, noncommercial orientation, and financing
through membership fees and donations (supplemented by state and federal grants) characterize these
stations. Even with some degree of
variation, it would not be an exaggeration to say that the democratic vision
for radio that German intellectuals
such as Brecht and Benjamin had articulated is finding its true realization
in these free radio stations. There are,
of course, many forces that are compelling free radios to lose some of
their radical edge and adopt mainstream media practices, but most stations that are licensed under this
category must be commended for
making a different, more emancipatory form of radio broadcasting possible.
To be continued in the next issue…
Vinod Pavarala
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RESEARCH

Assessing Chahat Chowk CR initiative
The Community learning programme Chahat
Chowk developed by Gurgoan Ki Awaaz is based on
the Community Learning Program (CLP) model of
Commonwealth of Learning (COL). The CLP methodology enables addressing health or development issues through a structured communication for
development approach.
In India, Gurgaon Ki Awaaz (GKA) was the first CR
station to pilot the CLP model with the support of
COL, Maara and Ideosync Media Combine. GKA produced a 16-epsiode radio programme series called
Chahat Chowk to address reproductive and sexual
health (RSH) for women in Mullahera, Gurgaon. The
main objective of the series was to break the silence
among community women on RSH matters and enable open conversations, which would then assist
community members in taking appropriate action.
While the GKA team worked hard to create participatory processes for the design and production of
their program series, it was important to assess to Conducting FGD with a group of residents
what extent this intensive approach enabled learning
hat Chowk program.
at the community level.
Additonally listener clubs were encouraged to score the
Was Chahat Chowk able to fulfill the articulated objec- program on a set of quality parameters through the use of
tives and engage the community on issues of women’s re- Community score cards. These score cards were also
productive health? Research also helped explore other painted on six prominent village walls inviting other memrelated impact of the CLP methodology on the CR station’s bers of the community to participate in scoring the proown learning and networking with collaborators and stake- gram. The study was conducted from July - November 2013
holders as well as how the initiative assisted the GKA team and 1000 households were surveyed. Respondents inunderstand and adopt strategies to address sensitive issues cluded 650 women and 350 men.
within its community.
According to respondents of the research, they received
Ideosync Media Combine designed a participatory re- information related to pregnancy and white discharge from
search methodology to understand the local priorities and the Chahat Chowk programme. The program was more sucsituation in Mullahera. The research included qualitative cessful in providing new information on the issues to peoand quantitative methods including a household survey, ple who did not previously have any information on
Focus Group Discussions as well as in-depth interviews. Ad- pregnancy, contraception choices etc than dispelling existditionally the research team analysed content of calls and ing myths.
messages received by the CR station in response to the ChaAttitudes towards RSH issues showed a change especially
towards more gender sensitive approaches.
In the baseline, most women believed that
tubectomy was a preferred option for permanent contraception, as men should not
be put at risk. However, post listening to the
Chahat Chowk program there was a better
appreciation of what such surgical procedures entailed and how vasectomies were
less intrusive and easier than a tubectomy.
Chahat Chowk radio programme series
produced by Gurgaon Ki Awaaz has been
successful in engaging with its target community and it has been able to create small
significant changes in information levels on
RSH matters within the Mullaheda community. Listener club members want the program to continue and are willing to support
it in outreach as well as by contributing stories of change.

Putting up scores of listener clubs on Wall Score Cards in Mullahera

Vineeta Khatri and Venu Arora
Ideosync Media Combine
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The first Garhwali community radio
station in the Uttarakhand Region –
90.4MHz Samudaik Radio Henvalvani
– completed its second year of broadcast in March 2014.
To celebrate the occasion and enter
into their next cycle broadcast, Henvalvani organized a cultural programme at Gautam Residency,
Chamba. This programme was put together exclusively by the local community involvement. It was attended by
over 400 villagers from its catchment
area, and also by government officials,
health professionals, academicians,
cultural and social activists.
The inaugural session began with
symbolic lighting of the lamp and
presentation of bouquets to the chief
guest Maharani Mala Rajya Laxmi

Shah and concluded with singing of
local folk songs by renowned singer
Mr.Padam Gussain.
Community Participation is the specialty of Henvalvani, where most of
team members work on a volunteer
basis. In the coming year, the station
aims to provide equal opportunity for
all sections of the local community to
participate in programme production.
It would also endeavour to create a
link between the community and the
local government to enhance transparency, and work towards including
key community issues in the content
and programme of Henvalvani.
Rajendra Negi
Station Director, Henvalvani

ANNOUNCEMENT

IAMCR pre-conference on
Community Media to be held at UoH
A pre-conference by the Community Communication Section of the International Association for Media and Communication Research (IAMCR) and the UNESCO Chair for Community Media, “Building Community – Shaping Change: The
Role of Community, Citizen and Alternative Media in Regional Transformation,”
will open at University of Hyderabad on 13 and 14 July 2014.
This pre-conference is being hosted in collaboration with UNESCO, the Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA), the World Association
of Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC), Ideosync Media Combine and the
Ford Foundation.
About 150 people, including researchers, community media advocates and
practitioners are expected to attend.

